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WEDNESDAY

World Heritage Festival:
Multiple locations,

woridhert agefestivalorg.
Five-day celebration spread
across the five San Antonio
Missions and surounding areas.
Visit the fes thal's official web-
site for a compilete schedule of
events Wednesday-Sept. 9.

UPCOMING

Of Clay and Metal: Mexican
Cutual institute, 600 Hemis-
fak Plaza Way, sanantonio
300.0rg. ExhibIt contrasts work
of Mexic an masters of pottesy
with art by 1saac Maxwell. 6-8
pm Sept B

Noche de Recuerdos Poetry &
Visual Art Showcase: The
Movement Gallery, KIGE.
Commerce St_aitsom.org
Visual artists, spoken word
poets and performers honor
Native Amescan culture. Free
610 pm. Sept B.

Una Noche Mexicana: La
Trindad United Methodist
Chuech, 300 San Femnando St
latrinidadchurche om. Famity-
friendly traditional celetwation
of Mexican hdependence with
food, music and a cdetration
of cultuee. Spm. Sept 15,

La Danza de las Aguilas:
Guadatupe Cultural Arts Center,

tradition with focus on masks,
costumes and movement. 6
pm. Sept 6.
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Singing group
that dates to
the 1890s still
performing
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ARCHIVES

San Antonio Liederkranz
comes from an old German
tradition — the name
means “wreath of songs”
in German — and itdates
back toa time when Ger-
man-Americans were a
major ethnic group in San
Antonio and Texas.

In 1892, Father Henry
Pefferkorn — pastor of St.
Joseph's Catholic Churdch,
where the homilies were
preached in German —
organized the parish’s first
men's choir “to beautify
the services,” according to
a history on the Lieder-
kranz website,
www.saliederkranz.org.

Although thelocal Lie-
derkranz started as a ser-
vice choir for St. Joseph's,
it soon reached out to the
wider community, becom-
inga fixture not only in
church but in the German
singing-society world and
inlocal popular entertain-
ment. As a full ensemble,
an octet or soloists, mem-
bers sang at beer gardens,
parish festivals, Protestant
churches, club meetings,
weddings and funerals.
They were on the bill with
visiting opera singersand
symphony orchestras,
performed as a combined
chorus with the Beethoven
Maennerchor and the
Hermann Sons mixed
chorus, and sang onlocal
radio. They attended and

RK

RANZ KEE

MUSIC ALIVE

Staff file photo

The San Antonio Liederkranz practices at the St. Joseph's Society Hall in 2004.
The group started as a service choir for St. Joseph's Catholic Church.

hosted state and Hill Coun-
try Saengerfest (“singing
festival”) days and often
took first prize.

Liederkranz performs a
capella or more frequently
with piano or organ ac-
companiment. The harmo-
ny isa four-part blend; in
the German tradition, said
Tom Ewing, director since
2000. “The melody is
usually in the top voices,
unlike barbershop and
(other) American arrange-
ments, giving piecesa
distinctive tenor ‘shim-
mer! "

When Liederkranz cele-

brated its 25th anniversary,

it was 1907, the year the US.
entered World War I. Ger-
man street names were
anglicized, saverkraut was
renamed “Liberty cab-
bage” and in some places
German-Americans were
accused of spying. “After a
great deal of discussion,

Liederkranz members are shown in 1916. Around this

time, the San Antonio Light reported that “the
society ... underwent a most encouraging era.”

they decided to celebrate
theanniversary witha
banquet,” said Tom Jaeck-
le, who helped write the
group history in its 1952
centennial program. It was
followed by a brief concert,
in which members demon-
strated their loyalty by

singing every songin En-
glish.

Liederkranz also would
weather World War 11 -
pitching in with patriotic
songs at rallies —as well
the slow disintegration of
singingsodety culture.

Clubs dosed in the Hill

e

Country, and even San
Antonio Liederkranz was
down to16 active members
in the early 1980s.

But during the 1983
Oktoberfest in Munich,
Jaeckle met an English-
speaking German who was
helping to plan the 1,200th
anniversary celebration of
Sulzam Neckar. Jaeckleleft
with an invitation to per-
form the next year.

In 1986, members of the
Sulz Liederkranz visited
San Antonio during the
Texas Sesquicentennial. At
the invitation of German
President Richard von
Weizsaecker, the San Anto-
nio group performed twice
more at eventsin Germany.
The group invited him to
attend their 1992 centen ni-
al banquet, which he did.

“He got off Luftwaffe
One, with a big Iron Cross
on the side, with an entou-
rage of 40,” Jaeckle remem-
bered. When Liederkranz
sang the Pilgrim’s Chorus
from Wagner's Tannhdius-
er, Weizsaecker sangalong.
“He told us that was his
favorite piece of music,”
Jaeckle said.

Membership increased
after the German exchange
visits, now holding steady
at about 50 active singers.

Nowadays, the Lieder-
kranzsings the ordinary of
the Mass in Latin — the
“Agnus Dei.” “Cloria,”
“Kyrie” and “Sanchus Bene-
dictus” —and leads congre-
gational hymns. Italso
plays San Antonio archdi-
ocesan events when asked.

A longer version of this
report by Paula Allen ran
June 15, 2085, Read it at
ExpressNews.com.



